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Benefits of Producer TakeBackBenefits of Producer TakeBack

►► Takes the financial burden off local governments Takes the financial burden off local governments 
to handle product waste to handle product waste 

►► Puts responsibility for endPuts responsibility for end--ofof--life on producers life on producers 
who make design decisions for their productswho make design decisions for their products

►► Makes producers compete on how easily their Makes producers compete on how easily their 
products can be made, marketed AND recycledproducts can be made, marketed AND recycled

►► Market creates incentives for Market creates incentives for ““cradlecradle--toto--cradlecradle””
design and toxicdesign and toxic--free productsfree products
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Role of NGOsRole of NGOs

►►Public education on problem of ePublic education on problem of e--waste & waste & 
producer takeback solutionproducer takeback solution

►►Build broad base of support for solutionsBuild broad base of support for solutions
►►Direct pressure on producers to support Direct pressure on producers to support 

producer takeback recyclingproducer takeback recycling
►►Mobilize Texans to contact local & state Mobilize Texans to contact local & state 

policypolicy--makersmakers
►►Focus media attention on the issueFocus media attention on the issue
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Factors for success of producer Factors for success of producer 
takeback bill in Texastakeback bill in Texas

►►Dell and other producers support for a billDell and other producers support for a bill
►►Neutralize or find support from business Neutralize or find support from business 

associationsassociations
►►Local government support from a variety of Local government support from a variety of 

cities and counties with diverse cities and counties with diverse 
demographicsdemographics

►►Broad biBroad bi--partisan support of legislatorspartisan support of legislators
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March 2002March 2002
Electronics TakeBack Coalition Electronics TakeBack Coalition 
recruited Texas Campaign for the recruited Texas Campaign for the 
Environment to put hometown Environment to put hometown 
pressure on Dell to take back and pressure on Dell to take back and 
responsibly recycle obsolete responsibly recycle obsolete 
productsproducts

►► TCE starts its doorTCE starts its door--toto--door organizing door organizing 
►► TCE gathers more than 10,000 letters to Michael Dell TCE gathers more than 10,000 letters to Michael Dell 
►► TCE leaflets community & national events sponsored by TCE leaflets community & national events sponsored by 

Dell and develops contacts with allies, Dell employees Dell and develops contacts with allies, Dell employees 
and shareholdersand shareholders

►► TCE organizes shareholders to question Michael Dell at TCE organizes shareholders to question Michael Dell at 
July shareholder meetings in AustinJuly shareholder meetings in Austin



6

National Computer Report Card Released January 9, 2003National Computer Report Card Released January 9, 2003
Computer Companies FAIL to Protect Public Health and the EnvironComputer Companies FAIL to Protect Public Health and the Environmentment

FAILING   29% or less

Brother

Sharp

Samsung

Micron

Lexmark

Philips

Viewsonic

Lucky Goldstar

e-machines

Acer

Gateway

AST

Daewoo

NEC International

Wyse Technologies

POOR    30-39%

Hitachi

Hewlett-Packard/Compaq

Oki

NEEDS Improvement   40-49%

Canon

IBM

NEC

Toshiba

Matsushita/Panasonic

Seiko Epson

Sony

Apple

PASSING    50% or more 

Fujitsu
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2003 & 20052003 & 2005
ee--Waste Producer TakeBack Bills Waste Producer TakeBack Bills 
Introduced in TX House & SenateIntroduced in TX House & Senate

►► Rep. Elliott Rep. Elliott Naishtat Naishtat 
and Sen. Gonzalo and Sen. Gonzalo 
BarrientosBarrientos introduce introduce 
billsbills

►► Bills receive hearing in Bills receive hearing in 
environmental environmental 
committeescommittees

►► Bills are not voted out Bills are not voted out 
of committeesof committees
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Dell to Stop Using Prison WorkersDell to Stop Using Prison Workers
New York TimesNew York Times

July 4, 2003July 4, 2003

By LAURIE J. FLYNNBy LAURIE J. FLYNN

Responding to concerns Responding to concerns 
from both customers and from both customers and 
environmental advocates, environmental advocates, 
Dell Computer announced Dell Computer announced 
yesterday that it would no yesterday that it would no 
longer rely on prisons to longer rely on prisons to 
supply workers for its supply workers for its 
computer recycling computer recycling 
program. program. 

Dell, the world's largest seller Dell, the world's largest seller 
of PC's, said it had canceled of PC's, said it had canceled 
its contract withits contract with UnicorUnicor, a , a 
branch of the Federal Bureau branch of the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons that employs of Prisons that employs 
prisoners for electronics prisoners for electronics 
recycling and other recycling and other 
industries.industries.
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Austin Religious 
Leaders Sign 
Open Letter to 
Michael Dell on 
e-Waste

Full-page ad in 
Austin Chronicle 
the day before 
Dell’s Annual 
Meeting

July 2003
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Full-page ad in 
the Austin 
Chronicle 
endorsed by 160 
student groups 
from 50 states 
calls on Dell to 
support 
Computer 
TakeBack 
Campaign 
platform

December 18, 
2003
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Dell, HP and NGOs Release:

Joint Statement of Principles on Producer Responsibility for U.S. 
Electronic Waste

May 2004 

We support the policy of producer responsibility in the U.S. for electronic 
products at the end of their useful lives…

This preferred policy approach includes: a convenient, fair and equitable 
system of collection that does not create economic disincentives for 
consumers to participate and is premised upon financial participation by 
producers so that taxpayers, local governments, or others do not
shoulder all the financial burdens of recycling and disposing of electronic 
products.
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June 2006June 2006

Dell Product Recovery PolicyDell Product Recovery Policy

►► Free endFree end--ofof--life management for any brand life management for any brand 
electronic product when an individual purchases a electronic product when an individual purchases a 
new Dell product.  new Dell product.  

►► Free endFree end--ofof--life management for any Delllife management for any Dell--branded branded 
product regardless of purchase of new product product regardless of purchase of new product 
worldwide. worldwide. 

►► To ensure a level playing field amongst all To ensure a level playing field amongst all 
producers, Dell supports legislation under which producers, Dell supports legislation under which 
all producers are responsible for proper endall producers are responsible for proper end--ofof--life life 
management of their electronic products.management of their electronic products.
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Oct 2005Oct 2005

Digital Dump in Nigeria Has eDigital Dump in Nigeria Has e--Waste Waste 
from Texasfrom Texas
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TCE Starts Working with Local Governments to Pass Resolutions TCE Starts Working with Local Governments to Pass Resolutions 
for efor e--Waste Producer TakeBackWaste Producer TakeBack

►► The City of Georgetown in Williamson County passes first resolutThe City of Georgetown in Williamson County passes first resolution June 14, ion June 14, 
2006 2006 

►► Plano in Collin/Dallas/Denton Counties September 11, 2006Plano in Collin/Dallas/Denton Counties September 11, 2006
►► Kyle in Hays County October 3, 2006Kyle in Hays County October 3, 2006
►► The City of Dallas added this issue to its agenda for the 2007 sThe City of Dallas added this issue to its agenda for the 2007 state legislative tate legislative 

session October 18, 2006session October 18, 2006
►► The City of Highland Village in Denton County December 12, 2006 The City of Highland Village in Denton County December 12, 2006 
►► The City of San Marcos in Hays County January 8, 2007 The City of San Marcos in Hays County January 8, 2007 
►► The City of Avery in Red River County January 16, 2007The City of Avery in Red River County January 16, 2007
►► The City ofThe City of LakewayLakeway in Travis County January 22, 2007in Travis County January 22, 2007
►► Hays County the first county to pass a resolution February 14, 2Hays County the first county to pass a resolution February 14, 2007007
►► Austin City Council in Travis County March 22, 2007 Austin City Council in Travis County March 22, 2007 
►► Round Rock City Council in Williamson County March 22, 2007Round Rock City Council in Williamson County March 22, 2007
►► Tarrant County March 27, 2007Tarrant County March 27, 2007
►► The City of Rowlett in Dallas County April 3, 2007The City of Rowlett in Dallas County April 3, 2007
►► Travis County April 10, 2007Travis County April 10, 2007
►► City of Sherman in Grayson County May 7, 2007City of Sherman in Grayson County May 7, 2007
►► City of Richardson in Collin/Dallas Counties on May 14, 2007City of Richardson in Collin/Dallas Counties on May 14, 2007
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Benefits of Local Resolution StrategyBenefits of Local Resolution Strategy

►► Canvassers provide a way for residents to voice their Canvassers provide a way for residents to voice their 
support and identify leaders willing to take initiativesupport and identify leaders willing to take initiative

►► Local governments begin learning about producer takeback Local governments begin learning about producer takeback 
►► Unanimous local government support demonstrates broad Unanimous local government support demonstrates broad 

bibi--partisan appeal and influences state legislatorspartisan appeal and influences state legislators
►► Press generates more interest and knowledge of producer Press generates more interest and knowledge of producer 

takebacktakeback
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April 10, 2007April 10, 2007
Local government leaders, recyclers and Local government leaders, recyclers and 
TCE press conference at State CapitolTCE press conference at State Capitol
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May 2007May 2007

Push for inclusion of Push for inclusion of 
TVs in HB 2714 TVs in HB 2714 
Yields Commitment Yields Commitment 
to Address TVs in to Address TVs in 
20092009
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Public Push for GovernorPublic Push for Governor’’s Signature & s Signature & 
Letters Sent by Local GovernmentsLetters Sent by Local Governments
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ee--Waste Bill Passes Unanimously in Texas!Waste Bill Passes Unanimously in Texas!
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Stated Purposes of HB 2714Stated Purposes of HB 2714

►► Establish a Establish a 
comprehensive, comprehensive, 
convenient, and convenient, and 
environmentally sound environmentally sound 
program for the program for the 
collection, recycling, collection, recycling, 
and reuse of used and reuse of used 
computer equipmencomputer equipment.t.

►► The program is based The program is based 
on individual on individual 
manufacturer manufacturer 
responsibility and responsibility and 
shared responsibility shared responsibility 
among consumers, among consumers, 
retailers, and the retailers, and the 
government of this government of this 
state.state.
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►► Manufacturers must provide free and convenient programs to colleManufacturers must provide free and convenient programs to collect ct 
and recycle their own brand of computers and recycle their own brand of computers 

►► Covers sold to consumers and homeCovers sold to consumers and home--based businessesbased businesses
►► Covers desktop computers, laptops, monitors and display devices Covers desktop computers, laptops, monitors and display devices 

without tunerswithout tuners
►► Retailers can only sell brands of equipment that appear on a TCERetailers can only sell brands of equipment that appear on a TCEQQ--

maintained list of manufacturers with compliant recovery programmaintained list of manufacturers with compliant recovery programss
►► TCEQ required to educate the public regardingTCEQ required to educate the public regarding the producer takeback the producer takeback 

recycling program and issue an annual electronic report to the recycling program and issue an annual electronic report to the 
Legislature.  Legislature.  

►► Consumers are responsible for clearing information off their comConsumers are responsible for clearing information off their computer puter 
equipment before turning their equipment in for recycling and diequipment before turning their equipment in for recycling and disposal.sposal.

Key Provisions of HB 2714



26

►► DEC 5, 2007 TCEQ voted to propose draft rules & DEC 5, 2007 TCEQ voted to propose draft rules & 
invited ideas on various ways to effectively invited ideas on various ways to effectively 
implement new lawimplement new law

►► FEB 4, 2008 Deadline for official public comment FEB 4, 2008 Deadline for official public comment 
►► APR 2, 2008 Proposed TCEQ Meeting to Adopt APR 2, 2008 Proposed TCEQ Meeting to Adopt 

RulesRules
►► MAY 1, 2008 Deadline for TCEQ to Adopt RulesMAY 1, 2008 Deadline for TCEQ to Adopt Rules
►► SEP 1, 2008 Producer Plans Must be Operational SEP 1, 2008 Producer Plans Must be Operational 

to Continue Selling Equipment to Continue Selling Equipment 

Key Implementation Dates for HB 2714
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Local Governments, Environmentalists & Local Governments, Environmentalists & 
Responsible Recyclers Share Common Responsible Recyclers Share Common 

Interests in Strong RulesInterests in Strong Rules
1) The TCEQ rules should include an approval 1) The TCEQ rules should include an approval 

process and convenience standards for producers process and convenience standards for producers 
plans.plans.

2) Annual reports on the program must provide 2) Annual reports on the program must provide 
opportunity for local governments and others to opportunity for local governments and others to 
give input on implementation and be an effective give input on implementation and be an effective 
tool to measure success.tool to measure success.

3) TCEQ rules should ensure collected e3) TCEQ rules should ensure collected e--waste is waste is 
handled responsibly.handled responsibly.

4)4) Public education effort needed to raise awareness Public education effort needed to raise awareness 
of new producer takeback recycling law.of new producer takeback recycling law.
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Next StepsNext Steps

►► Submit comments to TCEQ Commissioners directly Submit comments to TCEQ Commissioners directly 
Participate in delegations to meet personally with Participate in delegations to meet personally with 
TCEQ staff and CommissionersTCEQ staff and Commissioners

►► Request that state legislators press TCEQ for Request that state legislators press TCEQ for 
strong rulesstrong rules

►► Build momentum through local governments,Build momentum through local governments,
COGsCOGs, state agency, producers, retailers and , state agency, producers, retailers and 
NGOs to have effective public education NGOs to have effective public education 
campaigns when program starts Sept. 1campaigns when program starts Sept. 1
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Next Steps, continuedNext Steps, continued

►► Pass Local Government Resolutions for Producer Pass Local Government Resolutions for Producer 
TakeBack of TVs and other productsTakeBack of TVs and other products

►► Work for inclusion of TVs and other improvements Work for inclusion of TVs and other improvements 
in 2009 session in 2009 session 

►► Collaborate on passage of producer responsibility Collaborate on passage of producer responsibility 
for other product and packaging wastes, possibly for other product and packaging wastes, possibly 
through a Texas Product Stewardship Councilthrough a Texas Product Stewardship Council

►► Consult Consult www.TexasTakeback.comwww.TexasTakeback.com site for site for 
producer takeback program updatesproducer takeback program updates
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For More InformationFor More Information

www.texasenvironment.orgwww.texasenvironment.org
www.texastakeback.comwww.texastakeback.com
www.www.TakeBackMyTVTakeBackMyTV.com.com

Jeffrey Jacoby, Texas Campaign for the Environment  Jeffrey Jacoby, Texas Campaign for the Environment  
jeff@texasenvironment.orgjeff@texasenvironment.org

(214) 599(214) 599--78407840
Robin Schneider, Texas Campaign for the EnvironmentRobin Schneider, Texas Campaign for the Environment

& Electronics & Electronics TakeBack TakeBack Coalition Coalition 
robin@texasenvironment.orgrobin@texasenvironment.org

(512) 326(512) 326--56555655


